
Compare and Contrast
Use the Venn Diagram that follows to list how 
these cats are different and the same.





Jacques Hnizdovsky
Born 1915, Pylypche, Ternopol, Austria-
Hungary (territory of Ukraine)
Died 1985, Bronxville, New York
Sleeping Cat, published 1970
Associated American Artists
Woodcut
Bequest of Raymond and Melba Budge, 
1992.167

When Hnizdovsky immigrated to the United 
States in 1949, he was penniless. Since he 
could not pay models, he drew his inspiration 
from nature and became a regular at the 
Bronx Zoo.  Sleeping Cat is a good example of 
his borderless designs  featuring distinctive 
patterns from nature.



More cats by Hnizdovsky



John David Boyd
Born 1939, London, Arkansas
Died 2012, Wichita, Kansas
Cat, 2012
Inkjet print
Gift of the Estate of John Boyd, 2013.192

Boyd depicted the simple pleasures of life in his art. This 
included whimsical versions of family pets, including the cat 
(Felis catus), inspired by Ozark folk art and 1960s California 
counter-culture comics from his childhood and teen years. 



Cat Facts
Felis catus

ÅA house cats genes are 95.6% tiger, and they share many behaviors with their 
jungle ancestors. These behaviors include scent marking by scratching, prey play, 
prey stalking, pouncing, chinning, and urine marking.

ÅCats typically sleep 12-14 hours a day.

Å9ŀŎƘ ŎŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǎŜ ǇǊƛƴǘ ƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΣ much like human fingerprints.Cats have 200 
million scent receptors in their nasal cavity, which even outnumbers the scent-
sensor count of some breeds of dogs.

ÅThe definition of a purr is that of a continuous sound produced as the cat 
breathes in and out and which goes on for several minutes. Cats of many species 
purr at a frequency of between 25 and 150 Hz.



DOES A CAT REALLY HAVE NINE LIVES?

Cats have one life just like any other living creature. However, a cat is probably the most 
independent pet out there. Cats are incredibly intelligent and intuitive. They have 
lightning-fast reflexes, quick decision making skills and remarkable dexterity. 

They can withstand falls and other serious accidents without being fatally wounded, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ Ψŀ Ŏŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƛƴŜ ƭƛǾŜǎΩ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳΦ

This ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŀǘΩǎ anatomy: they have a large surface area compared to their 
weight ςreducing the force of landing. Cats have evolved to live in trees and therefore 
have adapted to conquer falls. Their ΨǊƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŦƭŜȄΩ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘǿƛǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ 
and land safely on their feet.  Cats have flexibility in their bones and ligaments, which 
help them to sustain minimal injury from many different accidents

Why nine lives?

¢ƘŜ ƳȅǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
nine lives - the number varies in different cultures. In certain regions of Spain it is 
believed that cats have seven lives, while Turkish and Arabic legends say cats have six 
lives. 

No one exactly knows where the expression came from, but it has been around for 
centuries.  Even William Shakespeare used the expression in Romeo and Juliet:

"Tybalt: What wouldst thou have with me? Mercutio: Good king of cats, nothing but one 
of your nine lives."

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ also an old English proverb that states: "A cat has nine lives. For three he plays, 
for three he strays, and for the last three he stays". 

Nine is also considered a magic number, which could also be part of the reason cats are 
attributed with nine lives. Cats have been both worshipped and feared throughout the 
ages and seen as magical creatures. In ancient Greece the number nine referred to the 
trinity of all trinities and a supernatural number that invokes tradition and religion.


