
Compare and Contrast
Use the Venn Diagram that follows to list how these ducks are different and the same.





John Frederick Helm, Jr.
Born 1900, Syracuse, New York
Died 1972, Manhattan, Kansas
Mallard, ca. 1939
Aquatint with drypoint
Gift of Mary Brownell Helm, 1985.115

The Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) is the ancestor of 
nearly all domestic ducks and is found almost 
ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ [ƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ άŘŀōōƭƛƴƎ ŘǳŎƪǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜŘ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ ƛǘǎ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǘŀƛƭ 
ǊƛŘŜǎ ƘƛƎƘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ IŜƭƳΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ 
depiction of a male Mallard lacks color, but the 
ōǊŜŜŘΩǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘΥ  aŀƭŜǎ 
have a dark, iridescent-green head and bright 
yellow bill, and a gray body sandwiched between a 
brown breast and black rear. The bodies of females 
and juveniles are mottled brown with orange- and-
brown bills. Both sexes have an iridescent blue 
άǎǇŜŎǳƭǳƳέ ǇŀǘŎƘ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎΦ 



Rose Chino Garcia
Born 1928, Acoma Pueblo, New Mexico
Died 2000, Acoma Pueblo, New Mexico
Duck effigy bowl, early 20th century
Earthenware with pigment
Gift of Mel and Mary Cottom, 2012.186

DŀǊŎƛŀΩǎ ǎǘȅƭƛȊŜŘ ŘǳŎƪ ƛǎ ƳƻŘŜƭŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ 
ceremonial effigy vessels that feature human, 
animal, or zoomorphic (mixed) shapes. Effigy 
bowls were ceremonial and often used to hold 
ōǳǊƛŀƭ ƎƻƻŘǎΦ DŀǊŎƛŀΩǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
geometric black on white design inspired by the 
pottery of the Mimbres, ancestors of the Acoma. 
The duck has varied associations among Pueblo 
peoples. Pawickis the Hopi Duck Katsina, one of 
many spirits representing natural aspects of the 
real world. In Zuni beliefs, the duck is a fetish for 
the spirits of those who have passed on, making 
its image appropriate for a bowl used as part of 
a burial ceremony.



Duck Facts
ÅDucks should not be fed bread!

Lǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ Ŧŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 
nutritional value!

ÅDucks have three eyelids!

The third sideways lid is a membrane that 
allows them to see underwater.

Åaƻǎǘ ŘǳŎƪǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳŀŎƪ

They produce a variety of sound including 
whistles and squeaks and croaks.  Females are 
louder than males.

ÅNot all ducks can fly!

The Indian Runner (shown at the left) can run 
quickly, but not fly.

Most breeds of duck derive from the wild mallard, Anas 
platyrhyncos, while a small minority are descendants of the 
Muscovy duck, Cairina moschata. 



Imprinting

As soon as ducklings see their parents for 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ άƛƳǇǊƛƴǘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
Imprinting is common in the bird world, 
especially among ducks and geese.

Imprinting is an instinctual and very strong 
bond that the birds form with their families. 
hƴŎŜ ŘǳŎƪƭƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ άƛƳǇǊƛƴǘŜŘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
parents, they follow them as though tied 
with an invisible thread.

Ducks will imprint on humans and other 
animals!



Donald Duck was created for Walt 
Disney by  in 1934, and his family 
grew ςincluding his nephews, 
girlfriend Daisy, and Uncle Scrooge 
McDuck.

Daffy Dumas Horacio Tiberius Armando 
Sheldon Duck was created by Tex Avery 
and voiced by Mel Blanc for Warner Bros. in 
1937.

Yakky Doodle is a cartoon duck created by Hanna-Barbera 
Productions for the 1961 series The Yogi Bear Show.

Cartoon 
Ducks





Learn more about horses


